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1. What is the primary element responsible for the strength and structural integrity of steel?
a) Iron
b) Carbon
c) Chromium
d) Nickel

Answer: b) Carbon

Explanation: Carbon is the primary alloying element in steel, contributing to its strength and
hardness through the formation of various phases, such as ferrite, pearlite, and martensite.

2. Which of the following properties characterizes the metallurgy of steel?
a) Ductility
b) Corrosion resistance
c) Electrical conductivity
d) Thermal expansion coefficient

Answer: a) Ductility

Explanation: Ductility refers to the ability of a material to deform under tensile stress before
fracturing, a crucial property in the metallurgy of steel for structural applications.

3. What structural property of steel makes it a preferred material for construction?
a) High density
b) Low cost
c) High strength-to-weight ratio
d) Low melting point
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Answer: c) High strength-to-weight ratio

Explanation: Steel exhibits a high strength-to-weight ratio, meaning it can withstand
significant loads while being relatively lightweight compared to other construction materials.

4. Which design philosophy emphasizes ensuring that a structure can withstand all possible
failure modes?
a) Allowable Stress Design (ASD)
b) Load and Resistance Factor Design (LRFD)
c) Elastic Design Method (EDM)
d) Ultimate Limit State Design (ULSD)

Answer: d) Ultimate Limit State Design (ULSD)

Explanation: ULSD aims to ensure that a structure can resist all possible failure modes under
the most severe loading conditions, providing a high level of safety and reliability.

5. In the Limit State Method, what are partial load factors used for?
a) To increase the applied loads
b) To decrease the applied loads
c) To adjust the resistance factors
d) To adjust the safety factors

Answer: b) To decrease the applied loads

Explanation: Partial load factors are used to decrease the applied loads in the Limit State
Method to account for uncertainties and variations in loading conditions.
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6. Which type of connection is used to transfer forces along the axis of the connected
members?
a) Concentric connection
b) Eccentric connection
c) Truss connection
d) Shear connection

Answer: a) Concentric connection

Explanation: Concentric connections transfer forces along the axis of the connected
members, ensuring that the loads are aligned with the structural elements.

7. What is the primary force transfer mechanism in bolted connections?
a) Tension
b) Compression
c) Shear
d) Torsion

Answer: c) Shear

Explanation: Bolted connections primarily transfer forces through shear, as the bolts resist
the lateral forces acting between the connected members.

8. Which type of connection is prone to failure due to the bending of the connected
members?
a) Welded connection
b) Truss connection
c) Eccentric connection



Basis of Structural Design and Connection Design MCQS

EasyExamNotes.com Basis of Structural Design and Connection Design MCQS

d) Shear connection

Answer: c) Eccentric connection

Explanation: Eccentric connections experience bending moments due to the eccentricity of
the applied loads, making them susceptible to failure if not properly designed.

9. What is the primary failure mechanism in welded connections subjected to high loads?
a) Shear failure
b) Tensile failure
c) Fatigue failure
d) Buckling failure

Answer: a) Shear failure

Explanation: Welded connections often fail due to shear stress exceeding the weld’s shear
strength, leading to shear failure along the welded joint.

10. What type of connection is commonly used in joining beams to columns in steel
structures?
a) Shear connection
b) Moment connection
c) Truss connection
d) Concentric connection

Answer: b) Moment connection

Explanation: Moment connections allow beams to be connected to columns in a way that
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facilitates the transfer of bending moments, ensuring structural stability and load-bearing
capacity.

11. Which type of joint is commonly used for connecting two steel plates edge-to-edge?
a) Butt joint
b) Lap joint
c) Corner joint
d) Tee joint

Answer: a) Butt joint

Explanation: A butt joint is formed when two steel plates are aligned edge-to-edge and
welded along the seam, creating a flush connection.

12. In bolted connections, what is the function of the washers placed under the bolt heads
and nuts?
a) Increase friction
b) Distribute load
c) Prevent corrosion
d) Reduce vibration

Answer: b) Distribute load

Explanation: Washers distribute the load applied by the bolt heads and nuts over a larger
area, reducing the risk of deformation or damage to the connected members.

13. Which factor is considered during the analysis of bolt groups to determine the maximum
load-carrying capacity?
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a) Shear strength of bolts
b) Tensile strength of bolts
c) Edge distance
d) Pitch distance

Answer: a) Shear strength of bolts

Explanation: The shear strength of bolts is a critical factor considered during the analysis of
bolt groups to ensure that the connection can withstand the applied loads without failure.

14. What type of connection is used to transfer both axial and shear forces between
connected members?
a) Shear connection
b) Moment connection
c) Truss connection
d) Eccentric connection

Answer: a) Shear connection

Explanation: Shear connections are designed to transfer both axial and shear forces between
connected members, ensuring structural stability and load-bearing capacity.

15. In the design of bolted connections, what does the term “pre-tensioning” refer to?
a) Tightening bolts to a specified torque
b) Applying additional load after initial tightening
c) Preparing the surfaces for welding
d) Inspecting the bolted joints before installation
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Answer: a) Tightening bolts to a specified torque

Explanation: Pre-tensioning involves tightening the bolts to a specified torque to create a
clamping force that helps secure the connected members together.

16. Which type of connection is used to join structural members in a truss configuration?
a) Shear connection
b) Moment connection
c) Truss connection
d) Eccentric connection

Answer: c) Truss connection

Explanation: Truss connections are specifically designed to join structural members in a truss
configuration, distributing forces effectively along the truss elements.

17. What is the primary failure mode in welded connections subjected to cyclic loading?
a) Fatigue failure
b) Shear failure
c) Tensile failure
d) Buckling failure

Answer: a) Fatigue failure

Explanation: Welded connections subjected to cyclic loading can experience fatigue failure,
characterized by the gradual propagation of cracks due to repeated stress cycles.

18. What is the purpose of section classification in the design of steel structures?
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a) To determine the material properties of steel sections
b) To identify the geometric properties of steel sections
c) To categorize steel sections based on their load-bearing capacity
d) To specify the fabrication tolerances for steel sections

Answer: c) To categorize steel sections based on their load-bearing capacity

Explanation: Section classification categorizes steel sections based on their load-bearing
capacity, helping designers select appropriate sections for specific structural applications.

19. Which type of connection is used to transfer bending moments between connected
members?
a) Shear connection
b) Moment connection
c) Truss connection
d) Eccentric connection

Answer: b) Moment connection

Explanation: Moment connections are specifically designed to transfer bending moments
between connected members, ensuring structural stability and load-bearing capacity in
regions subjected to bending loads.

20. What is the primary function of a weld in a welded connection?
a) Transfer shear forces
b) Transfer tensile forces
c) Transfer bending moments
d) Distribute loads evenly
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Answer: b) Transfer tensile forces

Explanation: Welds in welded connections primarily transfer tensile forces between
connected members, ensuring structural integrity and load transfer capability under tension.
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