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1. Which test signal is commonly used for time response analysis of control systems?

A) Unit step signal
B
C
D) Sinusoidal signal

Impulse signal
Ramp signal

)
)
)
)

Answer: A) Unit step signal

Explanation: The unit step signal, also known as the Heaviside step function, is commonly
used in time response analysis of control systems because it provides a sudden change in the
input, allowing for the observation of system response.

2. What is the time response of a first-order system to a step input?

A) Exponential rise

B) Sinusoidal oscillation
C)

D) Exponential decay

Sine wave

Answer: D) Exponential decay

Explanation: A first-order system exhibits exponential decay in response to a step input,
characterized by a single exponential term in its time response.

3. In a second-order system, what parameter affects the rate of oscillation in the time
response?

EasyExamNotes.com Control System Analysis MCQs



EasyExamNotes.com

Control System Analysis MCQs

A) Damping ratio

B) Rise time

C) Natural frequency
D) Steady-state error

Answer: C) Natural frequency

Explanation: The natural frequency of a second-order system determines the rate of
oscillation in its time response, with higher natural frequencies leading to faster oscillations.

4. What is the effect of adding poles to the open-loop system on its stability?

A) Increases stability

C) Unaffected

)
B) Decreases stability
)
D) Depends on the location of poles

Answer: B) Decreases stability

Explanation: Adding poles to the open-loop system typically decreases its stability, as it can
introduce additional dynamics that may lead to oscillations or instability.

5. Which concept is used to analyze the stability of linear systems in the time domain?

A) Routh-Hurwitz criterion
B) Root Locus method

C)

D) Nyquist stability criterion

Bode plot analysis
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Answer: A) Routh-Hurwitz criterion

Explanation: The Routh-Hurwitz criterion is a method used to analyze the stability of linear
systems in the time domain by examining the arrangement of the coefficients of the system’s
characteristic polynomial.

6. What are the necessary conditions for stability according to the Routh-Hurwitz criterion?

A) All coefficients of the characteristic polynomial must be positive.

C
D) The system must have a steady-state error of zero.

)
B) All poles of the system must lie in the left-half of the complex plane.
) The system must have at least one pole at the origin.

)

Answer: B) All poles of the system must lie in the left-half of the complex plane.

Explanation: According to the Routh-Hurwitz criterion, for a system to be stable, all poles of
the system must lie in the left-half of the complex plane.

7. What is the Root Locus concept used for in control system analysis?

A) Analyzing transient response
B
C

D) Designing compensators

Determining steady-state error

)
)
) Investigating stability
)

Answer: C) Investigating stability

Explanation: The Root Locus concept is used to analyze the stability of a system by plotting

EasyExamNotes.com Control System Analysis MCQs



EasyExamNotes.com

Control System Analysis MCQs

the trajectories of the system’s poles as a parameter, such as gain, is varied.

8. How does the location of poles affect the stability of a system in Root Locus analysis?

A) Poles in the right-half plane indicate stability.
B
C
D) Poles in the origin indicate stability.

Poles in the left-half plane indicate stability.
Poles on the imaginary axis indicate stability.

)
)
)
)

Answer: B) Poles in the left-half plane indicate stability.

Explanation: In Root Locus analysis, poles located in the left-half plane of the complex plane
indicate stability, while poles in the right-half plane indicate instability.

9. Which stability criterion provides guidelines for sketching Root Locus plots?

A) Routh-Hurwitz criterion
B

C
D) Gain margin criterion

Nyquist stability criterion
Bode stability criterion

)
)
)
)
Answer: A) Routh-Hurwitz criterion

Explanation: The Routh-Hurwitz criterion provides guidelines for determining the stability of a
system, which can be used as a basis for sketching Root Locus plots.

10. What does the steady-state error represent in control system analysis?
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A) The error that remains after the transient response has decayed
B

)

) The error that occurs only during transient response

C) The error that occurs due to disturbances in the system
)

D) The error that occurs when the system is at rest
Answer: A) The error that remains after the transient response has decayed

Explanation: Steady-state error represents the error that remains once the transient response
of a system has decayed and the system has reached a stable state.

11. How does the addition of zeros to the closed-loop system affect its performance?

A) Improves stability
B
C
D) Increases rise time

Degrades stability
Reduces overshoot

)
)
)
)

Answer: C) Reduces overshoot

Explanation: Adding zeros to the closed-loop system can help reduce overshoot and improve
transient response by damping oscillations.

12. What is the primary purpose of time response analysis in control systems?

A) To evaluate stability

B) To assess transient behavior
C)

D) To design compensators

To minimize steady-state error
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Answer: B) To assess transient behavior

Explanation: Time response analysis in control systems is primarily used to evaluate the
transient behavior of the system, including characteristics such as rise time, settling time,
and overshoot.

13. Which parameter characterizes the transient response of a system?

A) Steady-state error
B) Rise time

C)

D) Damping ratio

Natural frequency

Answer: B) Rise time

Explanation: Rise time is a parameter that characterizes the speed at which a system’s
response rises from the initial value to a specified percentage of its final value during the
transient response.

14. How do additional poles in the open-loop system affect its dynamics?

A) Increase settling time

C
D) Introduce oscillations

)
B) Decrease overshoot
) Improve stability

)

Answer: D) Introduce oscillations
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Explanation: Additional poles in the open-loop system can introduce oscillations and
instability, particularly if they are located in the right-half plane of the complex plane.

15. Which method is commonly used to determine the stability of a control system based on
frequency response?

A) Bode plot analysis
B
C
D) Routh-Hurwitz criterion

Nyquist stability criterion
Root Locus method

)
)
)
)

Answer: A) Bode plot analysis

Explanation: Bode plot analysis is a commonly used method to determine the stability of a
control system based on its frequency response, providing insights into gain margin and
phase margin.

16. How does the damping ratio affect the time response of a second-order system?

A) Higher damping ratio results in faster settling time.
B
C

D) Higher damping ratio results in slower oscillations.

Higher damping ratio results in lower overshoot.
Higher damping ratio results in higher natural frequency.

)
)
)
)

Answer: B) Higher damping ratio results in lower overshoot.

Explanation: A higher damping ratio in a second-order system results in lower overshoot and
faster settling time, as it indicates a more critically damped or overdamped response.
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17. What does the relative stability of a system refer to?

A) The system’s stability with respect to disturbances
B
C

D) The system’s stability relative to its own past performance

The system’s stability compared to other systems
The system’s stability under varying operating conditions

)
)
)
)

Answer: B) The system’s stability compared to other systems

Explanation: Relative stability refers to how stable a system is compared to other systems,
often assessed based on criteria such as damping ratio or phase margin.

18. Which criterion is used to assess the stability of a system by examining the locations of
its poles in the complex plane?

A) Nyquist stability criterion
B) Routh-Hurwitz criterion
C)

D) Root Locus criterion

Bode stability criterion

Answer: D) Root Locus criterion

Explanation: The Root Locus criterion is used to assess the stability of a system by examining
the locations of its poles in the complex plane as a parameter, such as gain, is varied.

19. How do steady-state error constants relate to the performance of a control system?

A) Higher steady-state error constants indicate better performance.
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B) Lower steady-state error constants indicate better performance.
C) Steady-state error constants are unrelated to system performance.
D) Steady-state error constants measure stability but not performance.

Answer: B) Lower steady-state error constants indicate better performance.

Explanation: Lower steady-state error constants indicate better performance in control
systems, as they reflect the system’s ability to accurately track and respond to reference
inputs without significant error.

20. What information does the transient response of a system provide?

A) How the system behaves over time
B
C
D) The steady-state error of the system

The system’s stability characteristics
The system’s response to disturbances

)
)
)
)

Answer: A) How the system behaves over time

Explanation: The transient response of a system provides information about how the system
behaves over time, including characteristics such as rise time, settling time, overshoot, and
damping oscillations.
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