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Damped Single Degree of Freedom System MCQ

1. What type of damping occurs in a system where the damping force is directly proportional
to the velocity of the mass?

a) Viscous damping

b) Coulomb damping

c) Hysteresis damping

d) External damping

Answer: a) Viscous damping
Explanation: Viscous damping occurs when the damping force is directly proportional to the
velocity of the mass, such as in systems experiencing fluid friction.

2. In the equation of motion for a damped single degree of freedom system, what term
represents the damping force?
a) (m\ddot{x})
b) (kx)
c) (c\dot{x})
d) (-kx)

Answer: c) (c\dot{x})
Explanation: In the equation of motion, (c\dot{x}) represents the damping force, where (c) is
the damping coefficient and (\dot{x}) is the velocity.

3. Which type of damping results in the fastest dissipation of energy in a system?
a) Critically damped

b) Overdamped

¢) Underdamped

d) No damping

EasyExamNotes.com Damped Single Degree of Freedom System MCQ



EasyExamNotes.com

Damped Single Degree of Freedom System MCQ

Answer: a) Critically damped
Explanation: Critically damped systems result in the fastest dissipation of energy without
oscillation, making them ideal for applications requiring rapid stabilization.

4. In a critically damped system, how many real and distinct roots does the characteristic
equation possess?

a) Two complex roots

b) Two real and equal roots

¢) Two real and distinct roots

d) One real root

Answer: b) Two real and equal roots
Explanation: Critically damped systems have two real and equal roots in the characteristic
equation, leading to the absence of oscillation.

5. Which statement best describes an overdamped system?
a) Oscillations decay to zero over time.

b) Oscillations persist indefinitely.

c) Oscillations decay rapidly without overshooting equilibrium.
d) Oscillations decay slowly with overshooting equilibrium.

Answer: a) Oscillations decay to zero over time.
Explanation: In an overdamped system, oscillations decay to zero over time without
overshooting equilibrium due to excessive damping.

6. What parameter characterizes the rate of decay of oscillations in an underdamped system?
a) Natural frequency
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b) Damping ratio
¢) Logarithmic decrement
d) Amplitude ratio

Answer: c) Logarithmic decrement

Explanation: Logarithmic decrement quantifies the rate of decay of oscillations in an
underdamped system, calculated as the natural logarithm of the ratio of any two successive
peaks or troughs.

7. How does increasing the damping ratio affect the behavior of an underdamped system?
a) Decreases oscillation frequency

b) Increases oscillation amplitude

c¢) Slows down oscillation decay

d) Accelerates oscillation decay

Answer: d) Accelerates oscillation decay
Explanation: Increasing the damping ratio in an underdamped system accelerates oscillation
decay, leading to faster convergence to equilibrium.

8. Which condition characterizes a system undergoing critical damping?
a) The damping ratio is equal to one.

b) The damping ratio is less than one.

¢) The damping ratio is greater than one.

d) The damping ratio approaches infinity.

Answer: a) The damping ratio is equal to one.
Explanation: Critical damping occurs when the damping ratio is equal to one, resulting in the
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fastest decay of oscillations without overshooting equilibrium.

9. What is the characteristic behavior of a system experiencing underdamping?
a) Rapid convergence to equilibrium

b) Oscillations decay without overshooting equilibrium

¢) Oscillations persist indefinitely

d) Slow convergence to equilibrium with overshooting

Answer: d) Slow convergence to equilibrium with overshooting
Explanation: Underdamped systems exhibit slow convergence to equilibrium with
overshooting due to insufficient damping.

10. What role does the natural frequency play in the behavior of a damped single degree of
freedom system?

a) Determines the rate of energy dissipation

b) Influences the amplitude of oscillations

¢) Regulates the stiffness of the system

d) Controls the damping coefficient

Answer: b) Influences the amplitude of oscillations

Explanation: The natural frequency influences the amplitude of oscillations in a damped
single degree of freedom system, with higher frequencies corresponding to higher amplitudes
under certain damping conditions.
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