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Distributed Memory parallel programming with MPI MCQs

1. What does MPI stand for in the context of parallel programming?

a) Multi-Processor Interface

b) Message Passing Interface

c) Master-Processor Integration

d) Multi-Threaded Interconnect

Answer: b) Message Passing Interface

Explanation: MPI stands for Message Passing Interface, which is a standardized and portable
message-passing system designed to efficiently parallelize applications across distributed
memory architectures.

2. Which of the following is NOT a type of message passing in MPI?

a) Point-to-point communication

b) Collective communication

¢) Shared memory communication

d) Broadcast communication

Answer: ¢) Shared memory communication

Explanation: MPI primarily focuses on message passing between processes in a distributed
memory system. Shared memory communication is typically handled by other parallel
programming paradigms like OpenMP.

3. What is the purpose of collective communication in MPI?

a) To send messages between specific pairs of processes

b) To synchronize all processes in a communicator

c) To establish virtual topologies among processes

d) To perform non-blocking point-to-point communication

Answer: b) To synchronize all processes in a communicator

Explanation: Collective communication in MPI involves operations that involve all processes
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within a communicator, such as broadcasting data, gathering data, and performing
reductions.

4. Which MPI communication mode is asynchronous and allows processes to continue
execution without waiting for the communication to complete?

a) Synchronous communication

b) Blocking communication

¢) Non-blocking communication

d) Collective communication

Answer: c¢) Non-blocking communication

Explanation: Non-blocking communication in MPI allows processes to initiate communication
and then continue execution without waiting for the communication to complete. This can
improve performance by overlapping communication with computation.

5. What is the purpose of virtual topologies in MPI?

a) To define the physical layout of processors in a parallel system

b) To organize processes into a logical structure for communication

c¢) To optimize collective communication operations

d) To perform load balancing among processes

Answer: b) To organize processes into a logical structure for communication

Explanation: Virtual topologies in MPI allow processes to be organized into logical structures,
such as Cartesian grids or graphs, which can simplify communication patterns and enable
optimizations.

6. Which of the following is NOT a consideration for efficient MPI programming?

a) Minimizing synchronizations
b) Reducing contentions

EasyExamNotes.com Distributed Memory parallel programming with MPI MCQs



EasyExamNotes.com

Distributed Memory parallel programming with MPI MCQs

¢) Maximizing message size

d) Optimizing reduction operations

Answer: ¢) Maximizing message size

Explanation: While maximizing message size can improve throughput in some cases, it's not
always the primary consideration for efficient MPI programming. Minimizing synchronizations,
reducing contentions, and optimizing operations like reductions are more crucial for
performance.

7. What are MPI performance tools primarily used for?

a) Debugging MPI applications

b) Optimizing communication parameters

¢) Analyzing runtime behavior and bottlenecks

d) Monitoring processor temperature

Answer: c) Analyzing runtime behavior and bottlenecks

Explanation: MPI performance tools are designed to analyze the behavior of MPI applications
at runtime, identify performance bottlenecks, and optimize communication patterns for
better performance.

8. Which of the following factors can impact the efficiency of MPI communication?

a) Processor speed

b) Message size

¢) Network bandwidth

d) All of the above

Answer: d) All of the above

Explanation: Processor speed, message size, and network bandwidth are all factors that can
impact the efficiency of MPI communication. Optimizing these factors can lead to better
performance in parallel applications.
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9. What is the purpose of reductions in MPI communication overhead?

a) To minimize the number of messages sent between processes

b) To maximize the size of messages exchanged between processes

c) To synchronize processes before communication

d) To organize processes into virtual topologies

Answer: a) To minimize the number of messages sent between processes

Explanation: Reduction operations in MPI allow processes to combine data from multiple
processes into a single result, which can reduce the overall communication overhead by
minimizing the number of messages exchanged.

10. Which MPI function is used to perform point-to-point communication between specific
pairs of processes?

a) MPI_Sendrecv

b) MPI_Bcast

c) MPI_Reduce

d) MPI_Gather

Answer: a) MPI_Sendrecv

Explanation: MPI_Sendrecv is a function in MPI that allows a process to simultaneously send a
message to one process and receive a message from another process, facilitating point-to-
point communication between specific pairs of processes.

11. What is the primary difference between blocking and non-blocking point-to-point
communication in MPI?

a) Blocking communication requires synchronization, while non-blocking communication does
not.

b) Blocking communication allows processes to continue execution without waiting, while
non-blocking communication requires processes to wait.
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¢) Blocking communication can only involve two processes, while non-blocking
communication can involve multiple processes.

d) Blocking communication guarantees message delivery, while non-blocking communication
does not.

Answer: b) Blocking communication allows processes to continue execution without waiting,
while non-blocking communication requires processes to wait.

Explanation: In blocking communication, the sending process waits until the message has
been delivered before continuing execution, while in non-blocking communication, the
sending process can continue execution immediately after initiating communication.

12. Which MPI function is commonly used to broadcast data from one process to all other
processes in a communicator?

a) MPI_Send

b) MPI_Recv

c) MPI_Bcast

d) MPI_Gather

Answer: c) MPI_Bcast

Explanation: MPI_Bcast is a collective communication function in MPI used to broadcast data
from one process to all other processes within a communicator.

13. In MPI, what does contention refer to?

a) The disagreement between processes on the result of a reduction operation

b) The competition for shared resources such as network bandwidth or CPU time

¢) The inconsistency in message delivery order between processes

d) The synchronization delay between processes in collective communication

Answer: b) The competition for shared resources such as network bandwidth or CPU time
Explanation: Contention in MPI refers to the competition for shared resources among
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processes, such as network bandwidth or CPU time, which can impact communication
performance.

14. Which of the following is a commonly used tool for profiling and analyzing MPI
applications?

a) Valgrind

b) GDB (GNU Debugger)

¢) MPICH

d) Vampir

Answer: d) Vampir

Explanation: Vampir is a widely used tool for profiling and analyzing MPI applications,
providing insights into runtime behavior, performance bottlenecks, and communication
patterns.

15. How does MPI handle communication between processes in a distributed memory
system?

a) By using shared memory for communication

b) By passing messages between processes via explicit function calls

) By relying on the operating system to manage communication

d) By using hardware-level interconnects

Answer: b) By passing messages between processes via explicit function calls

Explanation: MPI handles communication between processes in a distributed memory system
by passing messages between processes via explicit function calls provided by the MPI
library.

16. Which MPI function is commonly used to gather data from all processes within a
communicator to a single process?
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a) MPI_Send

b) MPI_Recv

c) MPI_Bcast

d) MPI_Gather

Answer: d) MPI_Gather

Explanation: MPI_Gather is a collective communication function used to gather data from all
processes within a communicator to a single process, typically the root process specified in
the function call.

17. What is the primary advantage of using non-blocking communication in MPI?

a) It ensures immediate message delivery.

b) It minimizes communication overhead.

¢) It simplifies the programming model.

d) It guarantees synchronization among processes.

Answer: b) It minimizes communication overhead.

Explanation: Non-blocking communication in MPI allows processes to overlap communication
with computation, reducing overall communication overhead and potentially improving
performance.

18. What is the purpose of synchronization in MPI collective communication operations?

a) To ensure all processes reach a certain point in the program simultaneously

b) To coordinate data exchanges between processes

¢) To optimize communication parameters

d) To minimize contention among processes

Answer: b) To coordinate data exchanges between processes

Explanation: Synchronization in MPI collective communication operations ensures that all
processes within a communicator coordinate their data exchanges according to the specific
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collective operation being performed.

19. Which of the following is NOT a consideration for optimizing MPI performance?

a) Processor architecture

b) Network topology

c) Disk space availability

d) Communication pattern

Answer: c) Disk space availability

Explanation: Disk space availability is typically not a consideration for optimizing MPI
performance, as MPI primarily focuses on communication patterns, processor architecture,
and network topology.

20. What role do virtual topologies play in MPI programming?

a) They define the physical arrangement of processes in a cluster.

b) They optimize collective communication operations.

¢) They provide a logical structure for organizing processes.

d) They ensure synchronous execution of processes.

Answer: c) They provide a logical structure for organizing processes.

Explanation: Virtual topologies in MPI provide a logical structure for organizing processes,
which can simplify communication patterns and optimize performance by defining how
processes interact with each other.
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