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1.Which of the following best describes the concept of an ecosystem?
A) A community of organisms living together in harmony
B) A system comprising only living organisms
C) The interaction of living organisms with their physical environment
D) A collection of unrelated organisms in a given area

Answer: C) The interaction of living organisms with their physical environment
Explanation: An ecosystem includes both living organisms and their physical environment,
encompassing interactions between them.

2.What is the primary role of producers in an ecosystem?
A) Converting organic matter into inorganic matter
B) Consuming other organisms for energy
C) Producing energy-rich organic compounds from sunlight
D) Breaking down dead organisms into simpler compounds

Answer: C) Producing energy-rich organic compounds from sunlight
Explanation: Producers, such as plants, use sunlight to convert inorganic substances into
energy-rich organic compounds through photosynthesis.

3.Which organisms are responsible for breaking down dead organic matter and returning
nutrients to the soil in an ecosystem?
A) Producers
B) Consumers
C) Decomposers
D) Predators



Ecosystems MCQ

EasyExamNotes.com Ecosystems MCQ

Answer: C) Decomposers
Explanation: Decomposers, such as bacteria and fungi, play a crucial role in decomposing
dead organic matter and recycling nutrients back into the ecosystem.

4.How does energy flow through an ecosystem?
A) It flows in a one-directional path from producers to consumers to decomposers.
B) It circulates randomly between various organisms within the ecosystem.
C) It flows from consumers to producers to maintain balance.
D) It is generated continuously within the ecosystem.

Answer: A) It flows in a one-directional path from producers to consumers to decomposers.
Explanation: Energy flows through an ecosystem in a unidirectional path, starting from
producers, then to consumers, and finally to decomposers.

5.What is ecological succession?
A) The process of energy transfer within an ecosystem
B) The gradual change in species composition in a given area over time
C) The competition between different organisms for resources
D) The movement of organisms from one ecosystem to another

Answer: B) The gradual change in species composition in a given area over time
Explanation: Ecological succession refers to the sequential replacement of species in a
particular area over time, leading to changes in community structure.

6.Which of the following best describes a food chain?
A) A linear representation of energy flow from producers to consumers
B) A network of interconnected food webs within an ecosystem
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C) The hierarchy of trophic levels in an ecosystem
D) The physical arrangement of organisms within a habitat

Answer: A) A linear representation of energy flow from producers to consumers
Explanation: A food chain illustrates the transfer of energy and nutrients from one organism
to another in a linear fashion, typically starting with producers and ending with top
consumers.

7.In a forest ecosystem, which layer consists of tall trees that form a dense canopy, blocking
most sunlight from reaching the ground?
A) Understory
B) Canopy
C) Emergent layer
D) Forest floor

Answer: B) Canopy
Explanation: The canopy layer in a forest ecosystem is composed of tall trees that create a
dense covering, intercepting most of the sunlight.

8.What is a characteristic feature of grassland ecosystems?
A) Abundant rainfall throughout the year
B) Dense tree cover forming a canopy layer
C) Dominance of grasses and herbaceous plants
D) Harsh environmental conditions with extreme temperatures

Answer: C) Dominance of grasses and herbaceous plants
Explanation: Grassland ecosystems are characterized by the prevalence of grasses and



Ecosystems MCQ

EasyExamNotes.com Ecosystems MCQ

herbaceous plants, with few trees and shrubs.

9.Which of the following is a characteristic feature of desert ecosystems?
A) High precipitation levels
B) Rich soil with high organic content
C) Extreme temperature fluctuations
D) Lush vegetation with dense canopy cover

Answer: C) Extreme temperature fluctuations
Explanation: Desert ecosystems are known for their harsh environmental conditions,
including extreme temperature fluctuations between day and night.

10.In aquatic ecosystems, which zone receives the most sunlight and supports high levels of
photosynthesis?
A) Benthic zone
B) Profundal zone
C) Littoral zone
D) Limnetic zone

Answer: C) Littoral zone
Explanation: The littoral zone is the shallow area of a lake or pond where sunlight penetrates
to the bottom, supporting abundant plant growth and high levels of photosynthesis.

11.Which type of aquatic ecosystem is characterized by the mixing of freshwater and
saltwater?
A) Lake
B) River



Ecosystems MCQ

EasyExamNotes.com Ecosystems MCQ

C) Estuary
D) Ocean

Answer: C) Estuary
Explanation: Estuaries are coastal areas where freshwater rivers and streams meet and mix
with saltwater from the ocean, creating unique and highly productive ecosystems.

12.What is the primary source of energy for most ecosystems on Earth?
A) Geothermal energy
B) Wind energy
C) Solar energy
D) Chemical energy

Answer: C) Solar energy
Explanation: Solar energy is the primary source of energy for ecosystems, driving processes
such as photosynthesis and influencing climate patterns.

13.Which of the following ecosystems experiences the lowest levels of precipitation?
A) Tropical rainforest
B) Grassland
C) Tundra
D) Wetland

Answer: C) Tundra
Explanation: The tundra ecosystem experiences low precipitation levels, characterized by
cold temperatures and a short growing season.

14.What is the role of rivers in an aquatic ecosystem?



Ecosystems MCQ

EasyExamNotes.com Ecosystems MCQ

A) They provide habitats for benthic organisms.
B) They transport nutrients and organic matter downstream.
C) They support high levels of primary productivity.
D) They serve as breeding grounds for marine mammals.

Answer: B) They transport nutrients and organic matter downstream.
Explanation: Rivers play a vital role in transporting nutrients and organic matter downstream,
influencing the structure and function of aquatic ecosystems.

15.Which of the following is an example of a decomposer in an ecosystem?
A) Rabbit
B) Hawk
C) Earthworm
D) Deer

Answer: C) Earthworm
Explanation: Earthworms are decomposers that break down dead organic matter into simpler
compounds, facilitating nutrient recycling in ecosystems.

16.What is the function of a wetland ecosystem?
A) Filtering pollutants from water
B) Providing habitat for desert species
C) Supporting high levels of tree canopy cover
D) Sustaining populations of deep-sea organisms

Answer: A) Filtering pollutants from water
Explanation: Wetland ecosystems act as natural filters, purifying water by removing
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pollutants and excess nutrients.

17.Which type of ecological pyramid shows the flow of energy through trophic levels in an
ecosystem?
A) Pyramid of numbers
B) Pyramid of biomass
C) Pyramid of energy
D) Pyramid of productivity

Answer: C) Pyramid of energy
Explanation: The pyramid of energy illustrates the flow of energy through trophic levels in an
ecosystem.

18.What is a characteristic feature of a forest ecosystem?
A) Sparse vegetation cover
B) High levels of precipitation
C) Dominance of woody plants and trees
D) Extreme temperature fluctuations

Answer: C) Dominance of woody plants and trees
Explanation: Forest ecosystems are characterized by the prevalence of woody plants and
trees, forming a dense canopy that shades the forest floor.

19.Which of the following aquatic ecosystems is characterized by flowing water?
A) Lake
B) Pond
C) River
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D) Estuary

Answer: C) River
Explanation: Rivers are freshwater ecosystems characterized by flowing water, which
supports diverse aquatic life and influences surrounding habitats.

20.How do food webs differ from food chains in an ecosystem?
A) Food webs are simpler representations of energy flow compared to food chains.
B) Food webs involve multiple interconnected food chains, whereas food chains represent a
linear flow of energy.
C) Food webs only include producers, while food chains encompass all trophic levels.
D) Food webs illustrate competition between organisms, whereas food chains focus on
symbiotic relationships.

Answer: B) Food webs involve multiple interconnected food chains, whereas food chains
represent a linear flow of energy.
Explanation: Food webs depict the complex network of feeding relationships within an
ecosystem, involving multiple interconnected food chains, while food chains represent a
linear flow of energy from one trophic level to another.
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