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1. What is the primary function of producers in an ecosystem?

a) Converting sunlight into chemical energy
b) Breaking down organic matter

¢) Consuming other organisms for energy
d) Decomposing dead organisms

Answer: a) Converting sunlight into chemical energy
Explanation: Producers, such as plants, use photosynthesis to convert sunlight into chemical
energy, which forms the basis of the food chain in ecosystems.

2. Which organisms are responsible for breaking down dead organic matter into simpler
nutrients?

a) Producers

b) Consumers
c) Decomposers
d) Predators

Answer: ¢) Decomposers
Explanation: Decomposers like bacteria and fungi play a crucial role in breaking down dead
organic matter into simpler nutrients, which can then be recycled back into the ecosystem.

3. In a forest ecosystem, what is the primary role of herbivores?

a) Breaking down dead plant matter
b) Hunting other animals for food
¢) Consuming producers for energy
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d) Pollinating flowering plants

Answer: ¢) Consuming producers for energy
Explanation: Herbivores in a forest ecosystem primarily consume producers (plants) for
energy, forming the second trophic level in the food chain.

4. Which term refers to the gradual process of change and replacement of species in an
ecosystem over time?

a) Ecological succession
b) Food chain

c) Energy flow

d) Trophic level

Answer: a) Ecological succession
Explanation: Ecological succession is the gradual process of change in the species structure
of an ecological community over time.

5. What is the main difference between a food chain and a food web?

a) Food chains involve multiple trophic levels, while food webs only involve one.

b) Food chains are linear, while food webs are complex and interconnected.

¢) Food chains involve decomposers, while food webs do not.

d) Food chains occur only in aquatic ecosystems, while food webs occur only in terrestrial
ecosystems.

Answer: b) Food chains are linear, while food webs are complex and interconnected.
Explanation: A food chain represents a single pathway of energy and nutrient transfer in an
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ecosystem, while a food web illustrates the complex network of interconnected food chains.

6. Which ecosystem is characterized by low precipitation and extreme temperature
variations?

a) Forest ecosystem

b) Grassland ecosystem
c) Desert ecosystem

d) Aquatic ecosystem

Answer: ¢) Desert ecosystem
Explanation: Deserts are characterized by low precipitation and extreme temperature
variations, making them one of the harshest ecosystems on Earth.

7. Which aquatic ecosystem is characterized by its slow flow of water and high nutrient
levels?

a) Pond
b) Stream
c) Lake
d) River

Answer: a) Pond
Explanation: Ponds are characterized by slow-flowing water and often have high nutrient
levels, supporting a diverse range of aquatic life.

8. Which type of organism is found at the highest trophic level in an ecological pyramid?

EasyExamNotes.com Ecosystems mcqs



EasyExamNotes.com

Ecosystems mcqs

a) Producers

b) Primary consumers

c) Secondary consumers
d) Tertiary consumers

Answer: d) Tertiary consumers
Explanation: Tertiary consumers occupy the highest trophic level in an ecological pyramid as
they are at the top of the food chain and typically feed on secondary consumers.

9. Which ecosystem is primarily dominated by grasses and other herbaceous plants?

a) Forest ecosystem

b) Grassland ecosystem
c) Desert ecosystem

d) Aquatic ecosystem

Answer: b) Grassland ecosystem
Explanation: Grassland ecosystems are primarily dominated by grasses and other
herbaceous plants, with few trees and shrubs.

10. What is the primary source of energy for most ecosystems on Earth?

a) Geothermal energy
b) Wind energy

c) Solar energy

d) Chemical energy

Answer: ¢) Solar energy
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Explanation: Solar energy is the primary source of energy for most ecosystems on Earth,
driving processes like photosynthesis which sustain life.

11. Which term describes the process by which nutrients and energy are passed from one
organism to another in an ecosystem?

a) Energy conversion

b) Biomagnification

) Trophic transfer

d) Biogeochemical cycling

Answer: ¢) Trophic transfer
Explanation: Trophic transfer refers to the process by which nutrients and energy are passed
from one organism to another in an ecosystem through feeding relationships.

12. In a forest ecosystem, which layer of vegetation receives the most sunlight?

a) Emergent layer
b) Canopy

¢) Understory

d) Forest floor

Answer: a) Emergent layer
Explanation: The emergent layer of a forest ecosystem receives the most sunlight as it is the
uppermost layer and is exposed to direct sunlight.

13. What is the primary function of estuaries in coastal ecosystems?
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a) Providing a habitat for marine mammals

b) Filtering pollutants from the water

c¢) Acting as a buffer against storm surges

d) Serving as a nursery for fish and other aquatic organisms

Answer: d) Serving as a nursery for fish and other aquatic organisms
Explanation: Estuaries serve as important nursery habitats for fish and other aquatic
organisms, providing shelter and food for young marine life.

14. Which aquatic ecosystem is characterized by its high salt content and diverse marine life?

a) Pond
b) Stream
c) Lake
d) Ocean

Answer: d) Ocean
Explanation: Oceans are characterized by their high salt content (salinity) and support a
diverse range of marine life, from microscopic organisms to large whales.

15. Which term refers to the series of organisms each dependent on the next as a source of
food?

a) Food web

b) Ecological pyramid
¢) Food chain

d) Trophic level
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Answer: ¢) Food chain
Explanation: A food chain is a series of organisms, each dependent on the next as a source of
food, illustrating the transfer of energy and nutrients through an ecosystem.

16. Which ecosystem experiences the most rapid rates of evaporation and has very little
vegetation?

a) Forest ecosystem

b) Grassland ecosystem
c) Desert ecosystem

d) Aquatic ecosystem

Answer: ¢) Desert ecosystem
Explanation: Desert ecosystems experience rapid rates of evaporation due to high
temperatures and low humidity, resulting in very little vegetation.

17. Which term describes the process of movement of water through various reservoirs like
oceans, atmosphere, and land?

a) Transpiration

b) Precipitation

¢) Runoff

d) Hydrological cycle

Answer: d) Hydrological cycle
Explanation: The hydrological cycle, also known as the water cycle, describes the continuous
movement of water through various reservoirs such as oceans, atmosphere, and land.
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18. What is the primary function of rivers in terrestrial ecosystems?

a) Providing drinking water for terrestrial animals
b) Transporting sediment and nutrients

) Serving as a habitat for aquatic plants

d) Regulating the Earth’s climate

Answer: b) Transporting sediment and nutrients

Explanation: Rivers play a crucial role in terrestrial ecosystems by transporting sediment and
nutrients downstream, influencing the landscape and providing resources for plants and
animals.

19. Which type of organism converts organic matter into inorganic nutrients through the
process of decomposition?

a) Producers

b) Consumers
c) Decomposers
d) Predators

Answer: ¢) Decomposers
Explanation: Decomposers, such as bacteria and fungi, convert organic matter into inorganic
nutrients through the process of decomposition, facilitating nutrient cycling in ecosystems.

20. What is the primary difference between a pond and a lake in terms of size?

a) Ponds are larger than lakes.
b) Lakes are larger than ponds.
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d) The size difference between ponds and lakes varies depending on geographical location.

Answer: b) Lakes are larger than ponds.

Explanation: Lakes are generally larger and deeper than ponds, with ponds typically being

smaller bodies of freshwater.
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