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Fundamental Aspects of Vibrations MCQs

1. What are the main causes of vibrations in engineering systems?

a) Friction and wear

b) Resonance and damping

c) External forces and unbalanced masses
d) Heat and radiation

Answer: c) External forces and unbalanced masses
Explanation: Vibrations in engineering systems are primarily caused by external forces acting
on the system or due to unbalanced masses within the system, leading to oscillations.

2. What is one advantage of utilizing vibrations in engineering applications?

a) Increased material fatigue

b) Enhanced stability of structures
c) Decreased energy efficiency

d) Amplification of noise levels

Answer: b) Enhanced stability of structures
Explanation: Vibrations can be harnessed to enhance the stability of structures, for example,
in earthquake-resistant buildings or bridges.

3. Which method is used for representing harmonic motion using vectors?

a) Cartesian method
b) Polar method

¢) Rectangular method
d) Scalar method
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Answer: b) Polar method
Explanation: In the polar method, harmonic motion is represented using vectors, with
magnitude and phase angle defining the motion.

4. What phenomenon is observed when two harmonic waves of slightly different frequencies
interfere with each other?

a) Resonance

b) Interference

c) Beat phenomenon
d) Damping

Answer: c) Beat phenomenon
Explanation: Beat phenomenon occurs when two harmonic waves with slightly different
frequencies interfere, resulting in oscillations in the amplitude of the resultant wave.

5. Which method is employed for evaluating coefficients of Fourier series in the analysis of
periodic functions?

a) Newton’s method

b) Rayleigh’s method

c) Fourier transform method
d) Taylor series method

Answer: c) Fourier transform method

Explanation: The Fourier transform method is used to evaluate coefficients of Fourier series,
which is essential in analyzing periodic functions and representing them as a sum of sine and
cosine functions.
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6. What type of system involves discrete masses and springs, and is often modeled as a
single degree of freedom system?

a) Distributed parameter system
b) Continuous system

¢) Lumped parameter system

d) Elastic system

Answer: ¢) Lumped parameter system

Explanation: Lumped parameter systems involve discrete masses and springs and are
commonly modeled as single degree of freedom systems, where the mass and stiffness
properties are concentrated at discrete points.

7. Which method for deriving the differential equation of motion relies on the principle of
conservation of energy?

a) Newton’s second law method
b) Rayleigh’s method

¢) Energy method

d) Lagrange’s method

Answer: ¢) Energy method

Explanation: The energy method for deriving the differential equation of motion relies on the
principle of conservation of energy, where the kinetic and potential energies of the system
are equated to derive the equation of motion.

8. What term refers to the frequency at which a system naturally vibrates when disturbed
from its equilibrium position?
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a) Forced frequency
b) Resonant frequency
c) Critical frequency
d) Damping frequency

Answer: b) Resonant frequency

Explanation: Resonant frequency is the frequency at which a system naturally vibrates when
disturbed from its equilibrium position, often leading to amplified oscillations if energy is
continuously supplied at that frequency.

9. Which method is used for solving the differential equation of motion for undamped free
vibrations based on the principle of minimizing potential and kinetic energies?

a) Energy method

b) Newton’s second law method
c) Rayleigh’s method

d) Lagrange’s method

Answer: a) Energy method

Explanation: The energy method for solving the differential equation of motion for undamped
free vibrations relies on minimizing the potential and kinetic energies of the system to derive
the equation of motion.

10. What type of vibration involves rotational motion about an axis?

a) Linear vibration
b) Angular vibration
¢) Compound vibration
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d) Torsional vibration

Answer: d) Torsional vibration
Explanation: Torsional vibration involves rotational motion about an axis, commonly observed
in systems like shafts, gears, and flywheels.

11. What characteristic of vibrations refers to the variation in amplitude or frequency over
time due to the presence of multiple frequencies?

a) Resonance

b) Damping

c) Beat phenomenon
d) Harmonic analysis

Answer: c) Beat phenomenon
Explanation: Beat phenomenon occurs when two vibrations with slightly different frequencies
interfere, causing variations in amplitude or frequency over time.

12. In Fourier series analysis, what type of functions can be represented as a sum of sine and
cosine functions of different frequencies and amplitudes?

a) Periodic functions

b) Non-harmonic functions
c¢) Transient functions

d) Random functions

Answer: a) Periodic functions
Explanation: Fourier series analysis is used to represent periodic functions as a sum of sine
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and cosine functions of different frequencies and amplitudes.

13. Which term refers to the combination of forces acting on a system that results in a
repetitive pattern of motion or vibration?

a) Harmonic motion
b) Transient motion
c) Periodic motion
d) Chaotic motion

Answer: a) Harmonic motion
Explanation: Harmonic motion refers to the repetitive pattern of motion or vibration resulting
from the combination of forces acting on a system, often described by sinusoidal functions.

14. What method is used to represent harmonic motion using a magnitude and phase angle
in a two-dimensional space?

a) Scalar method

b) Polar method

c¢) Cartesian method
d) Vector method

Answer: d) Vector method
Explanation: The vector method is used to represent harmonic motion using a magnitude and
phase angle in a two-dimensional space, commonly employed in engineering analyses.

15. Which term refers to the characteristic frequency at which a system is excited by an
external force?
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a) Resonant frequency
b) Natural frequency
c) Forced frequency
d) Damping frequency

Answer: ¢) Forced frequency

Explanation: Forced frequency refers to the characteristic frequency at which a system is
excited by an external force, potentially leading to resonance if the frequency matches the
system’s natural frequency.

16. What type of system involves continuous distributions of mass, stiffness, and damping
properties?

a) Lumped parameter system

b) Discrete system

c) Distributed parameter system
d) Elastic system

Answer: c¢) Distributed parameter system
Explanation: Distributed parameter systems involve continuous distributions of mass,
stiffness, and damping properties, often requiring partial differential equations for analysis.

17. What method for deriving the differential equation of motion relies on the application of
Newton’s second law to individual mass elements within a system?

a) Energy method
b) Rayleigh’s method
c) Newton’s second law method
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d) Lagrange’s method

Answer: c) Newton’s second law method

Explanation: Newton’s second law method for deriving the differential equation of motion
applies Newton’s second law to individual mass elements within a system to establish the
equation of motion.

18. Which term refers to the phenomenon where a system’s vibrations are amplified due to
energy being added at its natural frequency?

a) Damping

b) Beat phenomenon
c) Resonance

d) Interference

Answer: ¢) Resonance

Explanation: Resonance occurs when a system’s vibrations are amplified due to energy being
added at its natural frequency, potentially leading to excessive oscillations and structural
damage.

19. What method is used to solve the differential equation of motion for undamped free
vibrations based on minimizing the kinetic and potential energies of the system?

a) Energy method

b) Rayleigh’s method

c) Newton’s second law method
d) Lagrange’s method
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Answer: a) Energy method

Explanation: The energy method for solving the differential equation of motion for undamped
free vibrations involves minimizing the kinetic and potential energies of the system to derive
the equation of motion.

20. Which type of vibration involves oscillations along a straight path or line?

a) Angular vibration

b) Torsional vibration

¢) Linear vibration

d) Translational vibration

Answer: ¢) Linear vibration
Explanation: Linear vibration involves oscillations along a straight path or line, commonly
observed in systems like springs, beams, and structures subjected to axial forces.

21. What is the primary advantage of utilizing vibrations in engineering applications?

a) Increased material fatigue

b) Enhanced stability of structures
c) Decreased energy efficiency

d) Amplification of noise levels

Answer: b) Enhanced stability of structures
Explanation: Vibrations can be utilized to enhance the stability of structures, for example, in
earthquake-resistant buildings or bridges.

22. Which method is used for representing harmonic motion using vectors in a two-
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dimensional space?

a) Scalar method

b) Polar method

c) Cartesian method
d) Vector method

Answer: b) Polar method
Explanation: The polar method represents harmonic motion using vectors in a two-
dimensional space, where the magnitude and phase angle define the motion.

23. What phenomenon occurs when two harmonic waves of slightly different frequencies
interfere with each other, causing variations in amplitude or frequency over time?

a) Resonance

b) Damping

c) Beat phenomenon
d) Harmonic analysis

Answer: c) Beat phenomenon
Explanation: Beat phenomenon occurs when two harmonic waves with slightly different
frequencies interfere, resulting in variations in amplitude or frequency over time.

24. Which method is employed for evaluating coefficients of Fourier series in the analysis of
periodic functions?

a) Newton’s method
b) Rayleigh’s method
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c) Fourier transform method
d) Taylor series method

Answer: c) Fourier transform method

Explanation: The Fourier transform method is used to evaluate coefficients of Fourier series,
essential in analyzing periodic functions and representing them as a sum of sine and cosine
functions.

25. What type of system involves discrete masses and springs and is often modeled as a
single degree of freedom system?

a) Distributed parameter system
b) Continuous system

c) Lumped parameter system

d) Elastic system

Answer: ¢) Lumped parameter system

Explanation: Lumped parameter systems involve discrete masses and springs and are often
modeled as single degree of freedom systems, where mass and stiffness properties are
concentrated at discrete points.

26. What method for deriving the differential equation of motion relies on the principle of
conservation of energy?

a) Newton’s second law method
b) Rayleigh’s method

¢) Energy method

d) Lagrange’s method

EasyExamNotes.com Fundamental Aspects of Vibrations MCQs



EasyExamNotes.com

Fundamental Aspects of Vibrations MCQs

Answer: ¢) Energy method
Explanation: The energy method for deriving the differential equation of motion relies on the
principle of conservation of energy, equating the kinetic and potential energies of the system.

27. What term refers to the frequency at which a system naturally vibrates when disturbed
from its equilibrium position?

a) Forced frequency
b) Resonant frequency
c) Critical frequency
d) Damping frequency

Answer: b) Resonant frequency

Explanation: Resonant frequency is the frequency at which a system naturally vibrates when
disturbed from its equilibrium position, potentially leading to amplified oscillations if energy is
continuously supplied at that frequency.

28. Which method is used for solving the differential equation of motion for undamped free
vibrations based on minimizing potential and kinetic energies?

a) Energy method

b) Newton’s second law method
c) Rayleigh’s method

d) Lagrange’s method

Answer: a) Energy method
Explanation: The energy method for solving the differential equation of motion for undamped
free vibrations relies on minimizing potential and kinetic energies of the system.
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29. What type of vibration involves rotational motion about an axis?

a) Linear vibration

b) Angular vibration

¢) Compound vibration
d) Torsional vibration

Answer: d) Torsional vibration
Explanation: Torsional vibration involves rotational motion about an axis, commonly observed
in systems like shafts, gears, and flywheels.

30. What characteristic of vibrations refers to the variation in amplitude or frequency over
time due to the presence of multiple frequencies?

a) Resonance

b) Damping

c) Beat phenomenon
d) Harmonic analysis

Answer: c) Beat phenomenon
Explanation: Beat phenomenon occurs when two vibrations with slightly different frequencies
interfere, causing variations in amplitude or frequency over time.
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