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In PHP, we can change the data type of a variable using typecasting. Typecasting is the
process of converting a variable from one data type to another. There are two types of
typecasting in PHP: explicit typecasting and implicit typecasting.

1. Explicit Typecasting:

Explicit typecasting is when we manually convert a variable from one data type to another
using a typecasting operator. The typecasting operators are as follows:

(int) or (integer): Converts a value to an integer data type.
(float) or (double): Converts a value to a floating-point data type.
(string): Converts a value to a string data type.
(bool) or (boolean): Converts a value to a boolean data type.
(array): Converts a value to an array data type.
(object): Converts a value to an object data type.

Here’s an example of explicit typecasting:

$var1 = "42";
$var2 = (int) $var1;
echo $var2; // Output: 42

In this example, we have a string variable $var1 that contains the value “42”. We use the
(int) typecasting operator to convert the string to an integer, and assign the result to $var2.
We then echo the value of $var2, which is 42.
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2. Implicit Typecasting:

Implicit typecasting is when PHP automatically converts a variable from one data type to
another. This can happen when you perform operations that involve different data types. For
example:

$var1 = 42;
$var2 = "2";
$var3 = $var1 + $var2;
echo $var3; // Output: 44

In this example, we have an integer variable $var1 with a value of 42, and a string variable
$var2 with a value of “2”. We then perform an addition operation on $var1 and $var2. PHP
automatically converts $var2 to an integer so that the addition can be performed, and the
result is assigned to $var3. We then echo the value of $var3, which is 44.

Note that implicit typecasting can sometimes cause unexpected results, so it’s important to
be aware of the data types you are working with and to use explicit typecasting when
necessary.
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