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1. Which ancient civilization is credited with some of the earliest developments in water
transportation?
a) Roman Empire
b) Egyptian Civilization
c) Mesopotamian Civilization
d) Indus Valley Civilization

Answer: c) Mesopotamian Civilization
Explanation: The Mesopotamian Civilization, located in the region of modern-day Iraq, is
known for its advancements in water transportation, particularly the use of boats along the
Tigris and Euphrates rivers for trade and transportation.

2. What was the significance of the Silk Road in the development of water transportation?
a) It facilitated the exchange of goods solely by land routes.
b) It connected major trade centers and encouraged the use of maritime routes.
c) It discouraged sea trade due to its inland nature.
d) It primarily focused on the transportation of perishable goods.

Answer: b) It connected major trade centers and encouraged the use of maritime routes.
Explanation: The Silk Road, despite its name emphasizing land routes, actually connected
major trade centers across Asia, Europe, and Africa, indirectly encouraging the development
of maritime trade routes.

3. Which type of harbor is naturally formed due to geographical features such as bays and
inlets?
a) Artificial Harbor
b) Port Basin
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c) Natural Harbor
d) Breakwater Harbor

Answer: c) Natural Harbor
Explanation: Natural harbors are formed by geographical features such as bays, inlets, or
protected shorelines, offering natural shelter for ships.

4. Which is the largest artificial harbor in the world by surface area?
a) Pearl Harbor, USA
b) Sydney Harbour, Australia
c) Rotterdam Harbour, Netherlands
d) Port of Shanghai, China

Answer: d) Port of Shanghai, China
Explanation: The Port of Shanghai is the largest artificial harbor in the world by surface area,
serving as a major hub for shipping and trade in China.

5. In India, which ministry is responsible for overseeing the country’s major ports?
a) Ministry of Transport
b) Ministry of Shipping
c) Ministry of Infrastructure
d) Ministry of Commerce and Industry

Answer: b) Ministry of Shipping
Explanation: The Ministry of Shipping in India is responsible for formulating policies and
overseeing the country’s major ports.

6. How many major ports are there in India according to the Indian Ports Act of 1908?
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a) 12
b) 15
c) 20
d) 25

Answer: a) 12
Explanation: According to the Indian Ports Act of 1908, there are 12 major ports in India,
which are under the control of the central government.

7. Which is the oldest major port in India?
a) Mumbai Port
b) Kolkata Port
c) Chennai Port
d) Visakhapatnam Port

Answer: b) Kolkata Port
Explanation: Kolkata Port, located in Kolkata, West Bengal, is the oldest major port in India,
dating back to the British colonial era.

8. What is the administrative body responsible for the management of major ports in India
called?
a) Indian Port Authority
b) Port Trust
c) Maritime Board
d) Harbor Authority

Answer: b) Port Trust
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Explanation: Port Trusts are autonomous bodies responsible for the management and
administration of major ports in India.

9. Which Indian state has the highest number of major ports?
a) Gujarat
b) Maharashtra
c) Tamil Nadu
d) Andhra Pradesh

Answer: a) Gujarat
Explanation: Gujarat has the highest number of major ports among Indian states, including
ports like Kandla, Mundra, and Dahej.

10. Which port in India is known as the “Gateway of India”?
a) Mumbai Port
b) Chennai Port
c) Kolkata Port
d) Cochin Port

Answer: a) Mumbai Port
Explanation: Mumbai Port, located in Mumbai, Maharashtra, is often referred to as the
“Gateway of India” due to its historical significance as a major hub for trade and commerce in
the country.
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