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Masonry and walls MCQS

1. What is the purpose of jointing in masonry construction?

a) To provide structural integrity
b) To enhance aesthetic appeal
c) To prevent water infiltration
d) To increase thermal insulation

Answer: ¢) To prevent water infiltration

Jointing in masonry construction involves filling the gaps between bricks or stones with
mortar to create a cohesive structure and to prevent the ingress of water, which could
otherwise weaken the wall and lead to structural damage.

2. Which type of bond is commonly used in brick masonry for its strength and stability?

a) English bond
b) Flemish bond
c) Stretcher bond
d) Header bond

Answer: b) Flemish bond

Flemish bond is a type of brick bonding pattern where alternating headers and stretchers are
laid in each course. It is favored for its stability and aesthetic appeal.

3. What is the primary purpose of a cavity wall in construction?

a) To reduce heat transfer
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b) To increase structural strength
¢) To enhance acoustic insulation
d) To provide architectural detail

Answer: a) To reduce heat transfer

Cavity walls consist of two parallel walls (skins) with a gap (cavity) between them. This
design helps to reduce heat transfer through the wall, thereby improving thermal insulation
and energy efficiency.

4. What is a common defect in masonry construction that can adversely affect the strength
and performance of walls?

a) Efflorescence
b) Spalling

c) Laitance

d) Honeycombing

Answer: d) Honeycombing

Honeycombing refers to voids or incomplete filling of mortar within the masonry wall, leading
to reduced structural integrity and increased vulnerability to moisture infiltration and
cracking.

5. What is the function of a window sill in construction?

a) To support the window frame
b) To provide drainage for rainwater
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¢) To enhance architectural detail
d) To prevent water ingress

Answer: b) To provide drainage for rainwater

Window sills are sloped elements located beneath the bottom rail of a window frame. Their
primary function is to shed rainwater away from the wall and prevent moisture infiltration
into the building envelope.

6. Which type of window frame material is known for its durability and resistance to
corrosion?

a) Wood

b) Aluminum

c) PVC (Polyvinyl chloride)
d) Steel

Answer: d) Steel

Steel window frames are renowned for their strength, durability, and resistance to corrosion,
making them suitable for various applications, including in harsh environmental conditions.

7. What is the purpose of a sunshade in architectural design?

a) To provide shade and reduce solar heat gain
b) To enhance visual appeal

c) To support climbing plants

d) To protect windows from damage
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Answer: a) To provide shade and reduce solar heat gain

Sunshades are architectural elements designed to provide shade and mitigate solar heat
gain, thereby improving indoor comfort and reducing the energy consumption of buildings.

8. What is the primary advantage of using precast stone masonry in construction?

a) Cost-effectiveness

b) Speed of installation

c¢) Customizability

d) Enhanced structural integrity

Answer: b) Speed of installation

Precast stone masonry involves casting stone elements off-site and then transporting them to
the construction site for assembly. This method offers the advantage of faster installation
compared to traditional stone masonry, contributing to shorter construction schedules.

9. What is the purpose of plastering in masonry construction?

a) To improve aesthetic appearance
b) To provide waterproofing

¢) To enhance structural strength

d) To increase thermal insulation

Answer: a) To improve aesthetic appearance

Plastering involves applying a smooth and even layer of mortar or gypsum plaster to masonry

EasyExamNotes.com Masonry and walls MCQS



EasyExamNotes.com

Masonry and walls MCQS

surfaces to create a uniform and aesthetically pleasing finish.

10. What is the primary function of distempering in wall finishing?

a) To provide waterproofing

b) To increase durability

¢) To enhance aesthetic appeal
d) To improve thermal insulation

Answer: ¢) To enhance aesthetic appeal

Distempering is a method of wall finishing that involves applying a mixture of water, chalk,
and pigment to create a decorative and colorful surface. It is primarily used to enhance the
aesthetic appeal of walls.

11. What is a common rule of proportionality in stair design?
a) Rise-to-run ratio
b) Tread width

) Baluster spacing
d) Handrail height

Answer: a) Rise-to-run ratio

The rise-to-run ratio, also known as the pitch or slope of a stair, is a common rule of
proportionality in stair design. It refers to the relationship between the height of each step
(rise) and its depth (run), ensuring comfortable and safe stair ascent and descent.
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12. What is the purpose of a damp-proof course in masonry construction?

a) To prevent rising damp

b) To enhance structural stability
c) To improve thermal insulation
d) To increase fire resistance

Answer: a) To prevent rising damp

A damp-proof course (DPC) is a barrier typically installed horizontally in the walls near ground
level to prevent moisture from rising through capillary action and causing dampness in the
building structure.

13. Which type of window is designed to pivot horizontally for ventilation?
a) Casement window

b) Awning window

¢) Horizontal sliding window

d) Pivot window

Answer: d) Pivot window

Pivot windows are designed to rotate horizontally around a central pivot point, allowing for
controlled ventilation and ease of cleaning from the inside of the building.

14. What is the primary purpose of pointing in masonry construction?

a) To enhance structural stability
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b) To improve thermal insulation
¢) To provide waterproofing
d) To increase aesthetic appeal

Answer: ¢) To provide waterproofing

Pointing involves filling the joints between bricks or stones with mortar to seal them against
water infiltration, thereby enhancing the waterproofing of the masonry wall.

15. Which type of door frame material is known for its resistance to termite damage?

a) Wood

b) Aluminum

C) Steel

d) PVC (Polyvinyl chloride)

Answer: d) PVC (Polyvinyl chloride)

PVC door frames are resistant to termite damage, making them a suitable choice for areas
prone to termite infestation. Additionally, PVC frames require minimal maintenance and offer
good thermal insulation properties.
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