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Structured cabling refers to the standardized approach of designing and installing a network
cabling infrastructure within a building or campus. It provides a framework for organizing and
connecting various devices and network equipment in a reliable and efficient manner.

Here are some key concepts and components associated with structured cabling:

Concept of Structured Cabling:

Structured cabling is based on the concept of dividing the network infrastructure into smaller,
manageable units called subsystems.

These subsystems include:

1. Entrance Facilities: The point where the external cabling, such as fiber optic or coaxial
cable, enters the building.

2. Equipment Rooms: Dedicated rooms or spaces where network equipment, such as
servers, switches, and routers, are housed.

3. Telecommunications Rooms: Intermediate distribution points where network
connections are terminated and distributed to various locations within the building.

4. Backbone Cabling: High-capacity cables that connect equipment rooms,
telecommunications rooms, and entrance facilities. Backbone cabling provides
connectivity between different parts of the network.
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5. Horizontal Cabling: Cables that run from the telecommunications rooms to individual
work areas, such as offices or cubicles. These cables provide connectivity for end-user
devices.

Advantages of Structured Cabling:

1. Flexibility and Scalability: Structured cabling provides a flexible infrastructure that can
easily accommodate changes or additions to the network. It allows for easy
reconfiguration and expansion without the need for significant rewiring or disruptions
to the existing network.

2. Simplified Management: Structured cabling simplifies network management by
providing a standardized and organized approach. It enables easier troubleshooting,
maintenance, and documentation of the network infrastructure.

3. Improved Reliability: Properly designed and installed structured cabling ensures
reliable network performance. It minimizes signal degradation, interference, and
crosstalk, resulting in better overall network reliability and reduced downtime.

4. Future-Proofing: Structured cabling is designed to support a wide range of network
applications and technologies. It provides a foundation for future technology upgrades
and can support higher data rates, allowing for future network growth and
advancements.

Components of Structured Cabling:

1. Racks and Cabinets: These provide physical support and organization for network
equipment, patch panels, and other network components. Racks and cabinets come in
different sizes and configurations to accommodate the specific needs of the network
installation.

2. Patch Panels: Patch panels are used to terminate and manage the horizontal cabling
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from the work areas. They provide a central location for connecting patch cords,
allowing for easy changes, additions, or removal of network connections.

. Crimping and Punch Tools: Crimping tools are used to attach RJ connectors to the ends
of Ethernet cables. Punch tools, also known as punch-down tools, are used to
terminate cables into patch panels or keystone jacks. These tools ensure secure and
reliable connections.

. Patch Cords: Patch cords are short-length cables with R) connectors on both ends.

They are used to create temporary connections between network devices and patch

panels.

R) Connectors: RJ connectors, such as RJ-45 connectors, are used to terminate twisted

pair cables, commonly used in Ethernet networks. They provide a standardized and

reliable connection interface for network devices.
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