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BLEU scores are a way to check how good a machine translation is by comparing it to a
translation done by a person. It looks at small groups of words (n-grams) in both the
machine’s translation and the human translation to see how similar they are.

Here’s how it works simply:

Count Matching Words: It counts how many small groups of words in the machine’s1.
translation also appear in the human translation.
Penalty for Short Translations: If the machine’s translation is shorter than the human2.
one, it gets a lower score. This is to make sure that shorter translations don’t just get a
good score because they are short.

BLEU scores are useful because they are easy to use and understand, but they aren’t perfect.
They don’t always catch if the translation sounds natural or follows good grammar.
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