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A software tool is like a helpful assistant for computer programmers. It’s a program that helps
create, maintain, or support other programs and applications.

Commonly Used Tools in Human-Computer Interface (HCI):

Now, let’s look at some commonly used tools in designing the way humans interact with
computers:

Specification Methods:1.
What it does: It’s a way to describe how the graphical user interface (GUI)
should look and work.
Simplified: It’s like giving detailed instructions on how the buttons, menus, and
overall design should be.

Grammars:2.
What it does: These are written instructions or rules that a program understands
to make sure everything is done correctly.
Simplified: Think of it as a set of rules that the computer follows to make sure
the interface works well.

Transition Diagrams:3.
What it does: It shows different states and how they connect, helping designers
plan out the flow of the interface.
Simplified: It’s like a map that shows how different parts of the interface
connect and work together.

Statecharts:4.
What it does: These are charts designed for showing user activities and external
actions happening at the same time.
Simplified: It helps in planning how the interface responds to what the user is
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doing.
Interface Building Tools:5.

What it does: Helps in designing things like command buttons, data entry boxes,
and other elements of the user interface.
Simplified: It’s like tools that make it easier to create the buttons, forms, and
other things you see on the screen.

Interface Mockup Tools:6.
What it does: Lets designers create a quick sketch or draft of how the GUI will
look.
Simplified: It’s like a drawing tool for designing how the interface should appear.

Software Engineering Tools:7.
What it does: Comprehensive tools to help manage the user interface of a
program.
Simplified: It’s like a toolbox for programmers, with various tools to manage and
build the user interface.

Evaluation Tools:8.
What it does: Tools to check if programs are correct and complete.
Simplified: It’s like a system for making sure that what programmers create
works as intended.
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