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In the complex landscape of consumer choices, a segment of vulnerable consumers often
struggles to discern their preferences due to a lack of understanding, skills, or freedom to act
on them. The knee-jerk response might be to protect them by restricting information,
choices, and mandating behaviors. However, it’s crucial to note that such a strategy risks
curtailing the rights of the majority.

Approximately one-fifth of the public faces functional illiteracy, while a significant majority,
including adolescents, lacks marketplace literacy. Instead of limiting consumer freedoms, a
more constructive approach involves educational reforms. The focus should shift towards
instilling values, knowledge, and skills necessary to navigate and participate in responsive
markets.

Rather than censoring information, empowering consumers through education can refine,
expand, and expedite their understanding of marketplace fundamentals. This approach seeks
to replace the trial-and-error method with a robust comprehension of markets, guided by
social virtues. The goal is to create a society where individuals, both adults, and adolescents,
are equipped to make informed choices and navigate the complexities of the marketplace
confidently. Through education reform, we can foster a population capable of actively
engaging with markets, ultimately promoting a more informed and empowered consumer
base.
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